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You Have Two Chances To Attend
Heartland’s 2013 Offering of Messiah
Choose December 8th in Fort Wayne or December 9th in Auburn 
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Heartland is again bringing Handel’s immortal 
and moving masterpiece The Messiah to 
area stages this December, offering two 
productions, one on Sunday, Dec. 8 and 
a second on Monday, Dec. 9. The December 
8 performance begins at 7:30 pm in the 
USF Performing Arts Center, 431 W. Berry 
St, Fort Wayne. Monday’s concert starts at 
7 pm and is being held in the DeKalb High 
School Auditorium, 3424 County Road 427, 
Waterloo, Indiana (just North of Auburn).  

Heartland will be joined by members of the 
Heartland Festival Chorus and Orchestra, with 
internationally acclaimed soloists soprano 

Denise Ritter, alto Rebekah Ambrosini, tenor 
Don Bernardini, and bass Ryan de Ryke.

Tickets are on sale now and are available on 
Heartland’s website (www.heartlandchorale.
org), or by phone at 260-436-8080. Reserved 
seating is $30, General Admission is $20 
and Students (13 and over) are $5. Children 
12 and under are admitted free with a paying 
adult. (Please call the office for child tickets).

This year’s productions of The Messiah are 
sponsored in part by Gloria Fink, the Catholic 
Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend and the 
University of Saint Francis.

Unique Blend Of Holiday Music Coming In December!
The weather may be frightful, but the music will be delightful Dec. 15, 21, & 22!
See Pg. 2 for details and complete schedule.

Don’t Miss Heartland’s FREE
Of Peace And Justice Concert Nov. 3
Heartland’s first Community Concert of the year in Allen County Courthouse
The singers of Heartland continue the theme 
of Peace and Justice with a free concert on 
November 3 at 4 pm, performing Of Peace & 
Justice as a gift to the community. Admission is 
free thanks to underwriting by the Indiana Center 
for Middle East Peace. It will be held in the historic 
Allen County Courthouse, 715 S. Calhoun St., Fort 
Wayne. Seating is limited so please call Heartland 
if you intend to attend (260-436-8080). 

In this concert, Heartland presents the world 
premiere of Gather These Mirrors by Kala Pierson, 
an American composer whose music has been 
performed and applauded in 26 countries. Gather 
These Mirrors delivers a strong message by utilizing 
poetry and text from interviews with people during 
political unrest and war. Also featured is the 
premiere of a new work entitled, Cry! composed 
by Maestro Nance and based on the poetry of 
Israeli poet David Katz.



Meet C. Alin Cass
Tenor’s tenure dates back 
to Opus 18
Heartland tenor Alin Cass is a native 
Cornhusker, and grew up on a Nebraska 
farm. The youngest of five children, he 
completed high school in Beaver City, Neb., 
but earned both of his college degrees in 
Indiana. Alin holds a BS degree in music 
education and vocal performance at Grace 
College, Winona Lake, Ind., and his MM 
degree in conducting at Butler University.

Alin’s history with Heartland goes back to 
singing with Opus 18. When he decided 

to pursue his master’s degree, Alin 
was serving on the Opus 18’s director 
search committee. Upon completion of 
his advanced degree, he returned to 
Warsaw and continued his involvement in 
choral music by conducting the Warsaw 
Community Choir. Then he auditioned with 
Heartland. That was in the fall of 1999.

Since joining Heartland, Alin recalled 
a memorable experience and said that 
singing the tenor solos for Handel’s Judas 
Maccabaeus was “a fantastic experience” 
and “served to build confidence in my solo 
singing. They are some of the fastest notes 
I have ever sung,” he said. 

Role models include Shirley Becker, a 
childhood hand bell director and piano 
teacher; Linda Meehan, his college voice 
teacher; and Wayne Peterson, director 
of music at Trinity Episcopal Church.  
   
By day, Alin maintains a studio for voice 
and piano instruction at the North 
Christian Church in Fort Wayne where 
he is choir director. Since September, 
Alin also has been working part-time 
on Heartland’s staff, serving as lead on 
organization of the Young Singer Choral 
Festival in October.

True to form of a choral professional, 
Alin says he rarely listens to music and 
prefers silence in his day to day free time. 
Why? “Music is playing constantly in my 
head,” he said. Alin’s favorite tenors? Fritz 
Wunderlich and Juan Diego Florez.

Alin will present a recital of vocal works 
by British composer Benjamin Britten in 
celebration of the 100th anniversary of 
Britten’s birth on Saturday, Nov. 23, at 7 
pm in First Wayne Street United Methodist 
Church. Heartland alto Ashlee Bickley will 
join Alin for part of that program.

Heartland’s Unique Blend of Holiday
Music Coming Your Way In December
The weather may be frightful, but the music will be 
delightful on December 15, 21, and 22
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What Do These Baby Photos Mean 
for Heartland? 
Find out in the January/February 2014 issue
Who doesn’t love baby photos? Cute, cuddly and not-yet-turned 
terrible twos! We’ll be doing something fun with baby photos 
next year. Here’s just a sampling to pique your curiosity. 

Stay tuned!

More Than 275 Voices Young and Older
Simply Amazing! 
Young Singer Choral Festival attracts many 
When all was complete, Heartland’s first ever Young Singer 
Choral Festival was a simply amazing experience – for students, 
choral teachers, Heartland Singers and audience members. More 
than 275 students from 6 high schools in 2 counties spent much 
of the weekend of October 26 & 27 at Fort Wayne’s North 
Side High School for this educational outreach and professional 
choral experience.
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C. Alin Cass

Next month you can banish the 
winter blues at one of three offerings 
of Heartland’s annual holiday music 
production Holidays. This year, you’ll
 be able to catch Heartland in three 
different cities, beginning December 15 
at 4 pm in Plymouth Congregational 
Church, 501 W. Berry St., Fort Wayne. 
A second chance to hear this amazing 
music is being offered on December 21 
at 7 pm in the Auburn Presbyterian 
Church, 111 W. 12th St., Auburn, Ind. 
Yet a third opportunity will present itself 
December 22 at 4 pm in the Cottage 
Event Center, 966 Locust Dr., Roanoke, In.

Heartland’s yearly tradition is to blend 
typical seasonal fare with lesser-known 
works. The concerts offer thought-

provoking text intertwined with complex 
melodies that create music reflecting 
the true meaning of the holidays. A 
combination of traditional & newly 
composed carols creates a concert 
experience that will refresh the mind,
body and the soul during the mid-
winter flurry.

Tickets for all three performances are 
available now. Call the Heartland Office 
at 260-436-8080 or visit Heartland’s 
website (www.heartlandchorale.org) to 
reserve your spot. General admission is 
$15 and students (13 and over) are $5. 
Children 12 and under are admitted free 
with a paying adult (please call the office 
for child tickets).

Ho Ho Ho – 
Here’s Heartland’s 
2013 Holiday 
Wish List
Each year we list our wishes 
for your kind consideration
Here’s your chance to play 
Santa or simply perform a kind act 
during the upcoming holiday season. 
It’s become a Heartland Holiday 
Tradition to share its list of wishes 
with all of you with the hope that the 
spirit of the season will encourage 
your holiday gift to the group. Don’t 
forget, you will also receive a tax 
deduction letter for helping a non-
profit organization.

So, while he’s making a list and 
checking it twice, we offer you our list 
and the chance to make a difference
by checking an item on it and watch 
your gift make a difference.

Please consider the following, 
and let us know:

❄ New Server - $800.00 
    (For our office network, the old    
    server died in September; now 
    we need to pay for its replacement.) 

❄ Become a member of the  
    Friends of Heartland - $50/year   
    (Proceeds benefit educational  
    scholarships for vocal students.) 

❄ One week’s beverage service    
    for Heartland Office - $15

❄ Internet service for one month - $75

❄ Office supplies for a month - $250

❄ New Costume for one singer - $90

❄ A piece of music for the library - $150

Don’t Miss Heartland’s 
December Performances

The Messiah
Sunday, Dec. 8 • 7:30 pm

USF Performing Arts Center
431 W. Berry St., Fort Wayne 

RSVD $30 • GA $20 • Student $5

Monday, Dec. 9 • 7 pm
DeKalb High School Auditorium

3424 County Road 427, Waterloo, IN. 
(just North of Auburn)

RSVD $30 • GA $20 • Student $5

Holidays
Sunday, Dec. 15 • 4 pm

Plymouth Congregational Church
501 W. Berry St., Fort Wayne

GA $15 • Student $5

Saturday, Dec. 21 • 7 pm
Auburn Presbyterian Church
111 W. 12th St., Auburn, IN.

GA $15 • Student $5

Sunday, Dec. 22 • 4 pm
Cottage Event Center

966 Locust Dr., Roanoke, IN.
GA $15 • Student $5

Tickets: Call 260-436-8080, 
www.heartlandchorale.org
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The Messiah
December 8, 2013 • 7:30pm
USF Performing Arts Center, 

Fort Wayne, IN
December 9, 2013 • 7:00pm

DeKalb High School 
Auditorium, Auburn, IN

The holidays would’t be the same without this 
grand performance, featuring internationally 
acclaimed soloists, Heartland and the Heartland 
Festival Chorus & Orchestra. Don’t miss this 
traditional holiday experience!

Sponsored in part by Gloria Fink, the Catholic 
Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend, and the 
University of Saint Francis.

Holidays
December 15, 2013 • 4:00pm

Plymouth Congregational 
Church, Fort Wayne, IN

December 21, 2013 • 7:00pm
Auburn Presbyterian Church, 

Auburn, IN
December 22, 2013 • 4:00pm

Roanoke Event Center, 
Roanoke, IN

The annual Heartland production where the 
music is exquisite, but never typical, energizes the 
mind, body and spirit for the mid-winter holidays.

Of Peace and Justice
November 3, 2013 • 4:00pm

Allen County Courthouse
The Allen County Courthouse plays host 
to the World Premiere of Gather These 
Mirrors by Kala Pierson and other works 
advocating for peace around the globe, 
including Fort Wayne.

Sponsored by the Indiana Center for 
Middle East Peace.

Heartland Performance Calender • Winter 2013


