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Heartland Season Opens               
Sept. 22 with The Peacemakers
Performance is Midwest premiere of Karl Jenkins modern oratorio
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The collective talent and artistic perfection 
of Heartland, the Heartland Festival Chorus 
and Orchestra and the Fort Wayne Children’s 
Choir combine on stage at the University 
of Saint Francis Performing Arts Center on 
Sunday, Sept. 22 for a stunning performance 
of The Peacemakers, by British composer 
Karl Jenkins. The 4 pm performance 
represents Heartland’s season opener and 
will be the Midwest premiere of Jenkins’ 
modern oratorio that premiered in 2012.  

General admission seats are $20; premium 
VIP seats are $30. Students age 13 
and older are just $5; children age 12
and under when accompanied by an 
adult are admitted free. Tickets are 
available online at www.heartlandchorale.org 
or by phone at 260-436-8080.  

Speaking of his work, Jenkins said that, “The 
Peacemakers is dedicated to the memory 
of all those who lost their lives during armed 
conflict: in particular, innocent civilians. 
When I composed The Armed Man: A Mass 
for Peace for the millennium, it was with 
the hope of looking forward to a century of 
peace. Sadly, nothing much has changed.”  
Jenkins penned Peacemakers to include 
the words of individuals who have been 
“messengers of peace”. The music includes 
words from Mother Teresa, Anne Frank, 
Gandhi, Nelson Mandela and Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Other notable excerpts from 
Albert Schweitzer, Persian mystic poet, Rumi, 
and words from Christ, the Qur’an, Judaism 
and others are included. 

Join us for our season opening concert; adult 
tickets start at only $20. The peaceful feeling 
you’ll gain is free. 

We Remember Greg Vey
Heartland’s ‘man behind the scenes’ dies July 26

Figuratively and literally, Heartland staff member Greg Vey, who died unexpectedly on July 26, 
was the man behind the scenes at the chorus. For more than 10 years, Vey was instrumental 
in orchestrating Heartland’s on-stage productions and front of house activities, which 
included assuring that lighting and sound enhancement was always the best it could be for 
every performance and training volunteers to provide great, personal service for our concert 
patrons. Greg also designed Heartland’s print ads, program books and marketing materials. 

Greg was an accomplished musician who also directed the music for many theater 
productions in Fort Wayne with the Fort Wayne Summer Theatre and for The University 
of Saint Francis.  He was organist for St. Peter’s Catholic Church, Director of Fort Wayne’s 

Mannerchor and Dammenchor (our traditional German-language choruses), played keyboard 
for Heartland’s Jazz and Broadway concerts this past season, and taught within the Music 

Technology Department at Saint Francis.

This husband, father, grandfather and teacher was most passionate over the people he loved and 
music. We miss him.



Meet Phil Slane
Heartland baritone hails 
from Pittsburgh
Twenty-four-year-old Philip Slane is a 
baritone who has been singing with 
Heartland since early 2011. The timing 
was perfect for him and for Heartland.  
His debut with the chorus was the 
Valentine’s Day 2011 performance at 
the Kennedy Center for the Performing 
Arts in Washington DC. Reflectively, 
Phil calls the trip his most memorable 
Heartland moment, and said, “I can’t 
imagine a better way to get to know so 
many fun people!” 

Singing what officially is called “baritone” 
is an interesting experience. Reportedly, 
when music arrangers adopted four-part 
settings (Soprano, Alto, Tenor, and Bass) 
as a standard, natural baritones were 
forced to develop either their bass or tenor 
register. Phil Slane, however, has developed 

both the lower and upper ends, making him 
a strong and exceptionally versatile singer.  
Depending upon the selected arrangement, 
Phil willingly and easily sings bass, baritone 
or tenor. 

Phil began his music education at 
Duquesne University, Pittsburgh, 
and transferred to Huntington University 
in 2010 as a music education major. He 
currently is completing a degree in music 
technology at IPFW. At Duquesne, Phil sang 
with the Mendelssohn and Bach Choirs of 
Pittsburgh, the Duquesne University Voices 
of Spirit and the University of Pittsburgh 
Men’s Glee Club. While living in Pittsburgh, 
Phil studied voice under Claudia Pinza, 
Maureen Budway and Richard Teaster. In 
Indiana, he has studied voice under Joni 
Killian, Robert Nance and Mark Stachofsky.

In addition to singing with Heartland and 
pursuing his college degree, Phil teaches 
private voice lessons, serves as worship 

leader/coordinator at St. Mark’s Lutheran 
Church in Monroeville, and does “some 
freelance DJ-ing and performing”. He also 
is one of Heartland’s part-time staffers, 
providing needed support in sales, PR 
and operations activities. Phil’s hobbies 
include watching hockey – the Pittsburgh 
Penguins are a favorite, naturally – reading, 
socializing and backpacking. 

Peace and Justice Theme Continues in November 
Heartland to perform free concert November 3 in historic 
Allen County Courthouse
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Register Now to Sing 
Handel’s Messiah
Heartland Festival Chorus 
enrolling singers for 
December performance
Heartland invites all trained singers 
interested in singing Handel’s Messiah 
on December 8 and 9 to enroll in the 
Heartland Festival Chorus. If this will be 
the first time you will be singing with 
Heartland Festival Chorus, you may be 
required to audition for Maestro Nance.  
No audition is required at this time for 
previously accepted Heartland Festival 
Chorus members and any new enrollee 
who can present a recommendation 
from the choral director of another 
chorus in which you are currently 
enrolled. Festival Chorus rehearsals 
for Messiah begin November 12.

All interested singers should visit 
HeartlandChorale.org and navigate 
to the Festival Chorus page to signup.  
You may also contact Heartland 
General Manager Eric Miller by email, 
eric@heartlandchorale.org, or by phone 
260.436.8080 (toll free 866.745.7013).

Heartland Staff News 
Meet Intern Rachelle Reinking & new sales team member Chris Peña

Peacemakers 
Complements 
USF Mission & Values
University’s current focus is 
on Peace and Justice
It’s more than just a coincidence that 
Heartland’s season opener is Karl Jenkins’ 
The Peacemakers. Obviously it’s a great 
work and one that will be an exceptional 
experience. The “nice fit” between 
Heartland and the university is three-
pronged, and is founded in the professional 
relationship embraced by both entities.  

• The Heartland Chamber Chorale is an    
   “Artist in Residence” with, and resides   
   on the campus of, the university. As  
   such, Heartland works closely with Saint   
   Francis’ School of Creative Arts helping  
   provide a broadened experience of the  
   Arts for students and faculty.  
• Fostering peace and justice is one  
   Franciscan value that is a primary focus  
   of the University of Saint Francis.
• And, the September 22 concert is being 
   performed in the University of Saint  
   Francis Performing Arts Center.

Don’t miss your chance to share in peace 
with Heartland and the University. Tickets 
for The Peacemakers are still available. 

Meridian Prall
Sings Side-by-Side 
This Season
High school singer expands 
senior-year experience with 
Heartland by Ashlee Bickley

Meridian Prall, a senior at Homestead 
High School, is excited to be singing with 
Heartland for this entire season as a 
Side-by-Side student. Meridian first sang 
with Heartland’s Festival Chorus in June 
2012 for Brahms’ Ein Deutches Requiem 
at the urging of her voice teacher, Denise 
Ritter-Bernardini. As Meridian continued 
singing with the Festival Chorus, she also 
joined the Bach Collegium, where she was 
featured as a soloist in two concerts last 
season. Through the Bach Collegium, our 
associate conductor, Pat Kennedy, got to 
know Meridian and her voice better and 
invited her to officially audition for the 
Side-by-Side in Song program.

While Meridian has had many meaningful 
musical experiences since beginning to 
sing as a Side-by-Side student in April, 
her most memorable experiences with 
Heartland involve wardrobe errors. For her 
first appearance with Heartland, she was 
told to wear a black skirt. Not knowing 
there was a uniform floor-length black 

skirt, she showed up in a skirt about two 
feet shorter than everyone else’s and 
spent the whole short performance hiding 
behind women with longer skirts. For her 
very next concert, because of a series of 
sizing issues and malfunctioning zippers, 
Meridian found herself trading blouses with 
two other singers in the choir just minutes 
before they needed to be on stage.

This past summer, the Walnut Hill School 
Summer Opera Program took Meridian to 
Boston and Italy. This experience prepared 
her for eventually continuing as a vocal 
performance major in college. Outside of 
her life as a singer, Meridian is a middle 
child who loves video games and classic 
rock. She also studies violin and viola with 
Derek Reeves.
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The singers of Heartland continue the 
theme of Peace and Justice with a free 
concert on November 3 at 4 pm. This 
performance is a gift to the community 
sponsored by the Indiana Center for 
Middle East Peace and will be held in 
the historic Allen County Courthouse, 
715 S. Calhoun St., Fort Wayne.

The concert will include the world 
premiere of Gather These Mirrors 
by American composer Kala Pierson.
Gather These Mirrors delivers a strong 
message that utilizes text from Middle 
Eastern poetry and an interview with a 
refugee to inspire hope during political 
unrest and to quash the demoralization 
of violence and war worldwide. Pierson’s 
music has been applauded and performed 
in 26 countries. This new work was 
commissioned for this performance 
and features a cappella voices with 
string quartet.

Also featured is a new work by Maestro 
Nance, inspired by Israeli poet David Katz, 
and entitled “O Cry!” This new piece 
features a cappella voices and solo cello 
and is dedicated to Doris Fogel, recently 
retired Executive Director of the Fort 
Wayne Jewish Federation.

Other music on the program includes 
“Cantique de Jean Racine” (Faure), 
“Balm in Gilead” (Spiritual), “Agnus Dei” 
(Samuel Barber’s famous “Adagio for 
Strings” set for voices), “Sure on this 
Shining Night” (Lauridsen) and “Ring 
Out Wild Bells” (Applebaum). 

This special performance is sponsored 
by the Indiana Center for Middle East 
Peace. Tickets are required due to limited 
seating, but all seats are free. Call the 
Heartland Office at 260-436-8080 or visit 
Heartland’s website (HeartlandChorale.org) 
to reserve your seat.

In addition to the untimely loss of Greg 
Vey in July, other changes have taken
 place among the Heartland staff this 
summer. Heartland is benefitting from the 
knowledge and assistance of a new intern, 
Rachelle Reinking, and is looking to benefit 
in the future from the addition of Chris 
Peña, a new member of the sales staff. 

What began as a summer internship for 
Rachelle Reinking has been extended 
to include the upcoming school year. 
Rachelle is beginning her junior year at the 
University of Saint Francis and is majoring 
in music technology with a concentration 
in music technology sales, marketing and 
management. She is a member of the 
University Singers, sings alto, and takes 
voice instruction from Robert Nance.

One of eight students accepted into the 
university’s new META program, Rachelle 
will be mentored by instructors from the 
School of Creative Arts and the School of 

Business. META, which stands for Media 
Entrepreneurship Training in the Arts, 
is a new program that, according to the 
university catalog “is a cross-disciplinary 
collaborative that focuses on rigorous 
project-based learning to uniquely address 
the changing landscape of creative 
industries and potentially foster the growth 
of small businesses.”

A graduate of Bishop Dwenger High School, 
Rachelle spent her freshman year at Ball 
State, where she studied dance. She 
transferred to Saint Francis last year.

Chris Peña is the newest addition to the 
Heartland staff and is working with Bob 
Nance, Keith Turner and Phil Slane. 
His focus is on sales and social media 
helping expand Heartland’s sales efforts 
and to help develop a sales plan that will 
guide the enterprise as it grows into the 
new business model, according to the 
strategic plan.  

The Saint Francis graduate completed a 
degree in Business Administration in May 
2013. Chris is a Fort Wayne native and 
product of Bishop Dwenger High School. 
Like many Heartland staff members, Chris 
holds another job, and is a sales executive 
at Jos. A. Bank Clothiers at Jefferson 
Pointe. An emerging entrepreneur, Chris 
volunteers as a social media intern at 
Chicago-based Desiar Eyewear and 
performs social media and additional 
volunteer work with Lendinghand.net. 
Lendinghand is a networked group of 
businesses and not-for-profits that work 
to benefit 17 member charities.

        Betch’a didn’t know this!?
The oldest choral singing group that still performs is 801 years old!
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Heartland PERFORMANCE CALENDAR • FALL 2013

Heartland Young Singer 
Choral Festival Of Peace and Justice

October 27, 2013 • 4:00pm
North Side High School

The Heartland Young Singer Choral Festival 
unites the professionals of Heartland in 
performance with high school choristers from 
across the region. 

Sponsored by the Howard P. Arnold Foundation 
and the Olive B Cole Foundation with 
additional funding by the Auer Foundation, 
the Lincoln Financial Foundation, and the 
Flora Dale Krouse Foundation (part of the PNC 
Charitable Trusts).

November 3, 2013 • 4:00pm
Allen County Courthouse

The Allen County Courthouse plays host to 
the World Premiere of Gather These Mirrors 
by Kala Pierson and other works advocating 
for peace around the globe, including Fort 
Wayne.

Sponsored by the Indiana Center for Middle 
East Peace.

The PEACEMAKERS
by Karl Jenkins

September 22, 2013 • 4:00pm
USF Performing Arts Center

Fort Wayne
ALL TICKETS ON SALE NOW

$30 VIP • $20 GA • $5 STUDENT

Messiah
December 8, 2013 • 7:30pm
USF Performing Arts Center

December 9, 2013 • 7:00pm
Dekalb High School Auditorium
The holidays would not be the same 
without a grand performance of Handel’s 
Messiah. Handel’s timeless masterpiece 
returns this season featuring internationally 
acclaimed soloists, Heartland and the 
Heartland Festival Chorus & Orchestra.

Sponsored in part by Gloria Fink, the Catholic 
Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend, and the 
University of Saint Francis.


